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Natural Gas Cost Amortization Plan Announced 
Open Meeting to Approve Plan, Gas Rate Changes Set for Mav 17 

Midwest Energy's Board of Directors is holding a virtual 

open meeting May 17 to discuss treatment of excess energy 

costs from February's Winter Storm Uri. A cost-spreading 

plan as well as adjustments to natural gas delivery rates will be 

considered for approval at the meeting. 

Winter Storm Uri Impacts 

Because of Midwest Energy's owned generation operating 

during the energy emergency, electric impacts are expected 

to be minimal. Natural gas is a different matter. While some 

of the final costs are not yet known, Midwest Energy spent 

approximately $20 million buying gas in February 2021 ; normal 

pricing for the month would have been roughly $1.5 million. 

This represents an additional total cost of about $350 for a 

residential gas customer. Commercial impacts will vary widely, 

depending on consumption. 

Midwest Energy will ease customer impact by amortizing the 

excess costs. The Board is considering spreading cost recovery 

over an estimated 24 months, making average residential impact 

about $8.27 per month. Subject to Board approval, residential 

and commercial customers would pay an estimated I 4.3¢ per 

therm addition to the Gas Supply Cost Adjustment. This will 

appear on bills as part of the "Cost of Gas Commodity per 

Therm" charge, effective no sooner than July I , 2021 . Irriga­

tion customers, who were not operating during the Winter 

Storm Uri period, are not included in the excess cost recovery 

proposal to be considered by the Board. Continued on bock

id est Joins E ectric Vehicle Charging Group 
Midwest Energy announced Mar. I 6 that it has joined a 

collaboration group with nine investor-owned utilities, pro­

moting the construction of a multi-state network of electric 

vehicle charging stations throughout the Midwestern U.S. 

Midwest Energy signed a memorandum of cooperation 
with the other utilities, pledging that the co-op would pur­

sue the completion of a foundational electric vehicle (EV) 

charging network, to soon allow EV owners to drive from 

Detroit to Colorado, or from northern Michigan to Texas, 

knowing they can charge their vehicles along the route. 

"Automakers worldwide are committing huge invest­

ments in electric vehicles, with some signaling they're 

phasing out fossil fuel engines by 2030," said Patrick Parke, 

Midwest Energy's CEO. "EVs are coming quickly, and by 

joining this group, Midwest Energy is better positioned to 

serve not only our customers once EVs become common­

place here, but also visiting drivers across western Kansas." 

MIDWEST EV CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE 

COLLABORATION PARTICIPANTS 

• 

Omaha• Des Moines 

■ Ameren Illinois ■ Oklahoma Electric 

• Ameren Missouri MidAmerican 

■ Consumer Energy ■ Duke Energy 

■ DTE ■ Liberty 

■ Evergy ■ Midwest Energy 

Midwest Energy does not currently own or maintain 

any EV chargers, but has worked with private companies, 

including Electrify America and Tesla to install fast chargers 

10 utilities in the Midwestern U.S. have agreed to collaborate on EV charg­
ing, with an ultimate goal of a 1,200-mile network from Detroit to Denver. 

in parking lots along Interstate 70. Parke said that joining the 

collaboration group is well-timed, as electric vehicle strategies 

are a part of the co-op's business plans. 

"As our oilfield load declines in the future, EV charging will 

be a critical piece in keeping sales volumes up, and keeping 

rates competitive for our customers," Parke said. "One EV 

charging station can have the equivalent energy use equal to 

several homes, and when you consider the amount of traffic 

that passes through our service area, Continued on bock 




