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Making energy work for YOU

Domino’'s® Electrifies Pizza Deliveries

Hays Dominos the First in Kansas Wllll All- Electrlc Delivery Fleet

When re5|dents of Hays, Kan,, order a
Domino's® pizza for delivery, it will arrive on
their doorstep in a brightly colored, all-electric
2023 Chevy Bott. That's because the Domino’s
franchise owner in Hays converted his entire
delivery fleet to six Bolts in December, becom-
ing the first Domino's in Kansas to have an
electric vehicle, and one of a few stores na-
tionwide to transition its entire delivery fleet to
electric vehicles.

Shawn Friedman and his wife Cynthia are
the owner/operators of Domino's in Hays and
Great Bend and have decades of experience
in the pizza business. Shawn worked every
aspect of the pizza business in his 20 years at
Domino’s, starting as a pizza maker and de-

livery driver, working his way up eventually managing eight

stores in the Albuquerque area. Cynthia worked in hu-
man resources for the same company. The opportunity to

own their own store came in late 2019 when they bought §

the Hays franchise. The duo saw another opportunity as
nearby Great Bend had no Domino’s, so they opened a
new store there in December 2021.

Shawn has seen trends in the industry come and go, but
when Domino's corporate began promoting delivery of piz-
zas in electric vehicles, he knew they were on to something.

“Our delivery drivers typically run about 150 miles each
night, but our delivery area is relatively small,” Shawn
said. “Considering the Bolt's range of about 250 miles
per charge, they are perfect for our business model. Our
delivery radius is three miles, so our drivers are doing a lot
of short back-and-forth trips, which normally bums a lot
of gas. We can get a full day's work out of each car, charg-
ing those that need it at the store each night when we're
closed.”

However, it's unlikely that each car will need to be

charged nightly. That's because electric vehicles have regen-
erative braking, which recharges the battery whenever the
brakes are applied or the vehicle is coasting.

“Regenerative braking is why electric vehicles are well-
suited for city driving,” said Jake VonLintel, Midwest Energy’s
Energy Technology Specialist, who consulted with the
Friedman'’s as they made their decision to transition their
fleet. "Stop-and-go driving in town recharges the battery
efficiently, improving battery range and decreasing the need
to plug into a charger as often.”

The vehicles are leased through an agreement with Enter-
prise Rent-A-Car®, which standardizes the appearance of all
Domino's Bolts nationwide. Continued
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Youth Tour Trip and Scholarship Applications Open

The 2023 Youth Tour
and Scholarship programs
are seeing changes. Prior
to 2020, the Youth Tour
was exclusively a trip for
five high school juniors to
Washington D.C. Because
of the pandemic and travel
restrictions, the Youth
Tour has been allocating ;
these funds to scholarships | * , * »
instead for the past two years.

Starting this year, Midwest Energy
has adopted a hybrid approach and
will send two high school juniors to
Washington D.C. , as well as award
|0 high school seniors scholarships.

The trip for the juniors will be from

Ten $1,000 Scholarships

No GPA Requirement
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Youth Tour Opportunities for High School Juniors and Seniors

One week in Washington, D.C. % :\

Two students will be chosen ¥

Quick and easy application %

June 15-22 for a week-long Electric
Cooperative Youth Tour. To be eli-
gible to apply, these students must be
juniors in high school, live in or attend
school in a Midwest Energy service
area, and their parents/guardians must
receive electric and/or natural gas

service from Midwest Energy.
Children of Midwest employ-
ees are not eligible to apply.

As well as the trip, Midwest
will also be awarding 10 high
school seniors with $1,000
scholarships to a secondary
education program of their
choice. These awards will be
. paid directly to the student.
The eligibility criteria is the
same as the trip, but the scholar-
ships are only available to high school
seniors.

Apply at www.mwenergy.com un-
der the community tab. Applications
are due January 31, 2023.

Shawn sees value in the brightly
marked vehicles always on the road,
with reflective wraps advertising the
Domino's brand. Financially, he ex-
pects the arrangement will “break
even, maybe better’ than the current
model of paying mileage to drivers to
use their personal vehicles. But there
are even stronger motivators than
money encouraging them to take the
leap into electric vehicles.

“We think it will help us in hiring and
retaining drivers,” Cynthia said, a chal-
lenge in Hays, where the unemploy-
ment rate rarely tops two percent.

“We have lost candidates who don't
have access to a reliable vehicle, or
perhaps only have one family vehicle
that can't be tied up for pizza delivery,”
Shawn said. “Delivery is a huge part
of our business in Hays, and we can't
operate without drivers, so company-
owned Bolts are a perfect fit for our
situation.”
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Shawn added there's also a “‘cool
factor” with the Bolts, which have
fewer levers and knobs than a conven-
tional car, instead relying on push-
buttons and glass display screens. “Our
drivers were competing over who got
to drive the Bolts when they entered
service in December, but first we had
to teach them about all of the features
of the car, because they're a little dif-
ferent than a regular car,” Shawn said.

Shawn added that electric vehicles
aren't a perfect solution for every
business, especially those that drive
long distances each day in remote
areas, or those which haul heavy loads.
For long trips, his family car remains a
Toyota Camry Hybrid (with Domino's
markings, of course). And the carryout
business is stronger at his Great Bend
store, so he has not ordered Bolts for
that location.... Yet.
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“We're kind of pioneers in this re-
gard, and a lot of people will be watch-
ing to see how this works,” Shawn
said. “We've done the research, and
we think there a lot of positives using
electric vehicles for deliveries.”

Energy Efficiency
Tip of the Month

Insulating your electric water heater
can reduce standby heat loss by 25%
to 45%, saving you 7% to 16% on

annual water heating costs.

The Dept. of Energy rates this project

as medium difficulty, meaning most
homeowners can tackle this project
on their own. You can purchase pre-
cut jackets or blankets for about $20
at most home improvement

stores. Visit energy.gov for

project tips and additional
considerations.

Source: energy.gov
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