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Chris Plante, Foreman with Solida Tree 
Service of Phillipsburg, trims branches away 
from lines in Hays.  His crew trims trees 
from several miles of wire each week.

Trimming Trees Keeps Branches 
Safely Off Lines, Improves Reliability
   Trees are a power line’s natural 
enemy. While trees provide beauty 
and shade to our homes, those 
planted too closely to power lines 
can create public safety dangers 
and reliability problems.  
   Tree limbs contacting power 
lines cause dozens of electro-
cutions each year in the U.S., 
shocking people climbing trees, 
homeowners and profession-
als trimming trees, and bringing 
down lines that contact people 
and animals on the ground.  Reli-
ability hazards include fires in 
trees and electrical equipment, as 
well as ‘blinking’ lights caused by 
limbs touching wires, and outages 
caused by falling limbs.

   Central and western Kansas 
have less dense tree populations 
than other areas of the state, so 
tree-related outages are less com-
mon.  But that doesn’t mean we’re 
immune.  A powerful windstorm 
on July 13 swept Ellis and Rus-
sell Counties with 80 mph winds, 
downing hundreds of trees and 
dozens of electric service lines 
from alleys into homes.  Tree limbs 
were pushed into power lines, 
causing fuses and transformers to 
blow and outages for thousands of 
customers.
   To ensure public safety and 

system reliability, Midwest Energy 
invests heavily in tree trimming, 
spending more than $850,000 
each year to trim trees through-
out its 26-county electric service 
area.  In addition to reducing tree-
related outages, regular tree trim-
ming helps reduce wildlife-related 
outages.
   “We have 11,000 miles of line 
in service, so we trim trees along 
roughly 3,000 miles of line each 
year,” said Fred Taylor, Midwest 

These branches are coming dangerously close 
to power lines.  Midwest Energy contractors 
trim trees back to allow four years of growth, 
about 10 feet from lines in most cases. 

New iPad, GPS 
grand prizes at 
Annual Meeting
   One lucky person at Midwest 
Energy’s 2016 Annual Meeting 
of Members will be going home 
with a new iPad 2, valued at 
$300!  Others will claim a Gar-
min Nuvi 55 GPS, Visa gift cards 
and other great prizes!
   This year’s meeting is Monday, 
Oct. 17, beginning at 10 a.m. 
at the Robbins Center, on the 
Fort Hays State 
University cam-
pus in Hays.  All 
Midwest Energy 
customers are 
invited to attend.
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Tree Trimming Improves Safety, Reliability
Energy’s Vice President of Operations.  “Our goal is to 
trim the trees enough to maintain four years of clear-
ance until the next trimming cycle.”
   Taylor said that Midwest Energy is responsible for 
maintaining line clearance along lines running from 
pole to pole in streets and alleys, within the company’s 
easement.  Taylor said under Kansas law it’s illegal for 
unqualified persons to be within 10 feet of power 
lines.  
   “If a homeowner wants to trim trees near their 
service line from the pole to their house, they should 
contact Midwest Energy, and we’ll take down that ser-
vice wire while they trim their trees back,” Taylor said.  
Homeowners are responsible for removing any debris 

from trimming they perform.  
   Taylor said Midwest Energy typically uses profes-
sional tree trimming crews from Solida Tree Service of 
Phillipsburg, who use specialized equipment and tech-
niques to safely trim trees near energized lines.  Solida 
employs trained arborists, who attempt to trim each 
tree in a manner that minimizes impact on the tree.  
   In rare cases, an entire tree must be removed if 
it has grown too large or too fast near power lines.  
“That’s a worst-case scenario,” Taylor said.  “When 
planting a tree, consider how large its canopy will get, 
and plant that distance from the nearest power line.  
Consider underground lines also, and always call 811 
before digging for any reason, including tree planting, 
so that underground utilities can be located.”  
   If you have any questions about Midwest Energy’s 
tree trimming program, or if you feel trees on your 
property have grown too close to power lines, call 
Midwest Energy at 1-800-222-3121.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.mwenergy.com > Community > 
Safety > Electrical Safety. 

Chris Desaire, 
Brushman with 
Solida Tree 
Service, feeds 
branches into a 
wood chipper.  
Solida removes 
tree limbs and 
debris they cut 
from each site.

Automated Meter Installation 
Progressing in SW Kansas
   Midwest Energy and it’s contractor, Texas Meter 
Device (pictured) are continuing installation of auto-
mated meters throughout our service area.  The me-
ters, installed at no cost, will bring you more detailed 
info on your energy 
use, while saving the 
co-op money. 
   Learn more about 
the project at www.
mwenergy.com > 
Residential > Auto-
mated Meters.


